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WA COUNTRY HEALTH SERVICE — KERRY LODGE AND LECHENAULTIA HOUSE 

302. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Minister for Health: 

I refer to the closing of aged and palliative care beds at WA Country Health Service–run facilities, Kerry Lodge 
in Katanning and Lechenaultia House in Kojonup. 

(1) Can the minister confirm that up to eight beds across the two facilities have now been closed, essentially 
denying the most vulnerable members of those communities access to care and the homes that they need? 

(2) Is this a simple issue of a state government funding shortfall, or does the state government have a policy 
of using non-government organisations as preferred suppliers of these services? 

Mr R.H. COOK replied: 

(1)–(2) I thank the member for the question and his advocacy around this issue for some weeks now. I appreciate 
this is an area that he feels very passionate about. As the member would be aware, aged-care services are 
supposed to be the domain of the commonwealth government and it is supposed to manage these things. 
Unfortunately, it is a fact of life, not only with GP services but aged care, that anything west of Geelong 
struggles in terms of market failure. We do not have the coverage from the private sector that we would 
like. Disability services will experience this as we rely upon the National Disability Insurance Scheme to 
get into rural and regional communities, where, quite frankly, there is not a disability service provider 
market. Ultimately, we have this phenomenon by which the state government becomes the provider of 
last resort. Aged care is a great example of that. 

 Lechenaultia House is a six-bed facility. The commonwealth currently funds three beds for aged-care 
services. At the moment we are working with WACHS to get those final three beds funded by the 
commonwealth to get licences for aged-care beds at that facility. We are confident that will happen. 
However, we are not confident that they will come on at the speed with which we would like. Mr Speaker 
would have heard Minister Wyatt—not our great minister, but the federal one — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: The Blackshirt! 

Mr R.H. COOK: The Blackshirt! 

Hon Ken Wyatt made a commitment, following an agreement with the state government, for transition care places 
that will allow us to have some temporary funding for these beds. We will be looking for care-awaiting-placement 
funding, which we are looking to leverage into Lechenaultia House so we can bring it back up to its full capacity 
of six beds. 

I think the member raises a good point. Western Australia continues to struggle with aged-care funding, whereas 
other states benefit from significant amounts of aged-care funding. In Western Australia, we have just over 
six aged-care beds per thousand people, compared with the national average of over eight aged-care beds 
per thousand people. Western Australia continues to struggle to get its fair share for health care, whether it is in 
aged care, pharmaceutical benefits or the Medicare benefits schedule. We must all be vigilant as we wait to see 
the rollout of the NDIS, because that, too, may be an area of concern. Because of our geography and widely 
dispersed population in Western Australia, I think that a commonwealth program that relies upon a private market 
to provide these services is quite simply going to fail people in our rural and regional communities. 

Ms L. Mettam interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse, someone from your side is about to get to their feet and you are asking your 
own questions. Do you want to ask a question instead of the member, or what? I call you to order for the second time. 
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